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LOCAL TACO BELL RESTAURANTS RAISE MORE THAN $4,692

TO HELP COMBAT MISSISSIPPI’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION CRISIS 

Money Raised Will Fund Community Service Activities for the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast 

Gulfport, MS—With the help of the community, Taco Bell® restaurants in the Gulf Coast area raised more than $4,692 during a fundraiser to support teen programs designed to combat the alarming dropout crisis in high schools throughout the area.  During a visit to the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast East Biloxi Unit, managers and employees presented the check to BGCGC.  They also visited the D’Iberville Unit, playing games with the members and providing tacos for those in attendance.
Taco Bell restaurants sold paper bells for a donation of one dollar or more.  The bells were displayed inside the restaurants with the donor’s name.  100% of the proceeds raised benefit the BGCGC.  Money raised through the fundraiser will provide approximately 75 BGCGC teens with the opportunity to participate in the community service activities planned throughout the local community for the remainder of 2010. Teens will assist with serving and packaging food for the homeless, participate in the Gulf Coast Beach Clean Up Day, Veteran’s Day Parade, and supporting an event sponsored by the Gulf Coast Women’s Center for Nonviolence in April.
“Support from Taco Bell and the Taco Bell Foundation for Teens means so much to our organization and to the millions of teens who have benefited from their support,” said Greg Gipson, Director of Operations, BGCGC. “Real world experiences like the Gulf Coast Beach Clean Up Day will energize teens about making an impact in their local community, and about continuing their education beyond high school.”
For additional information about the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast please contact Michelle Wilson or visit our website at www.bgcgulfcoast.org.

About the Taco Bell Foundation for Teens:
The Taco Bell Foundation, a non-profit 501c3 corporation, has donated more than $28 million to support teen programs at Boys & Girls Clubs of America since 1995, with the help of on-going customer, franchisee and employee donations.  As the largest supporter of teens at Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA), TBF is focused on addressing the growing number of high school dropouts in the U.S. by providing at-risk youth with mentors and real-world experiences that will motivate them to stay in school and achieve more in life.  The Taco Bell Foundation funds national teen programs at Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide that encourage volunteerism, career planning and college exploration.  For more information about the Taco Bell Foundation, visit www.tacobell.com

About Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast: 

In 2009, the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast had approximately 2500 registered members and served 1400 youth through the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast New Hope Program, which is a school based therapeutic behavioral facilitation program.   Our mission is to enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. 
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