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Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast Receives a Who Dat Donation
Life-Size Reggie Bush Graphics awarded to members with prize winning essays
Gulfport, MS – The Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast received a generous donation just in time for the Superbowl celebrations.  Fathead®, the leading brand in sports and entertainment graphic products, shipped a number of Reggie Bush life-size reusable wall graphics to BGCGC.  The members participated in an essay contest in which each of the winners were awarded one of the giant prizes.  
Megan Tarsha, Public Relations Specialist for Fathead commented on the reason they choose BGCGC for the donation, “With the excitement of Super Bowl XLIV in the air, in addition to supporting our license and their teams within Sunday’s game we look to extent our philanthropic arm of the company in the team’s communities as well. We hope with the donation of the Reggie Bush Fathead to the Boys and Girls Club of the Gulf Coast members within the organization continue to be inspired  to achieve high goals and have a blast this Sunday as they cheer on the Saints with their personal life sized Reggie Bush standing tall in their face and on their wall!”    

13 essays were chosen from members ranging in age from 8 to 15 years old.  “We used this as an opportunity for the members to relate the Saints in the Superbowl to one of the core principles we use in our program,” explained Michelle Wilson, Director of Development for BGCGC, “The subject of the essay was the Saints and their journey to the Superbowl, but it had to contain how this related to leadership, character and/or sportsmanship.”  Gage Gillich, a 3rd grader at the Popps Ferry Unit wrote, “They work good together and play to have fun, which is why they deserve the trophy.” Chelsea Harris, a 5th grader from the same Unit commented on their sportsmanship, “Even if they lose a game, they keep striving for their goal.”  Dominique Howard, a 9th grader at the Qatar Center in Pass Christian, wrote this about leadership, “a true leader is someone or a group of people who appreciate the idea of winning, but understand losing is a learning experience.  If you do not lead no one can follow.  The Saints are the leaders of thousands of fans who are united by their inspiration.”
For additional information about the Boys and Girls Club of the Gulf Coast please contact Michelle Wilson or visit our website at www.bgcgulfcoast.org.
About Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast: 

In 2009, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast had approximately 2500 registered members and served 1400 youth through the Boys and Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast New Hope Program, which is a school based therapeutic behavioral facilitation program.   Our mission is to enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. 

Pictured from left to right: Qatar Center at Pass Christian Winners; TeAisha Henderson, Raven Harris, Briana Smith, Monae Howard and Dominique Howard.  Winners, not pictured; Rasilan Crawford from the Forest Heights Unit; Danyelle Butt from the Diberville Unit; Gage Gillich, Chelsea Harris, Hannah Kennedy and Joshua Richburg from the Popps Ferry Unit; Tory Ladner and Brianna Smith from the Hancock County Unit. 
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