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M  E  D  I  A   A  D  V  I  S  O  R Y

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE GULF COAST, COLGATE-PALMOLIVE COMPANY & SAINTS STAR TEAM UP TO RAISE ORAL HEALTH AWARENESS

Local Children to Receive Free Dental Screenings, Treatment Referrals & 

Oral Health Education

Saints Sensation Marques Colston to Lead Participants in Mass “Brush-a-thon”

WHAT:
A national campaign to improve children’s oral health comes to the Gulf Coast as



the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast team up with Colgate-Palmolive Company to 


host a free oral health festival for local youth. 



Cheered on by New Orleans Saints wide receiver Marques Colston, more than 300 


children involved in Gulf Coast Boys & Girls Clubs programs will board  Colgate 


mobile 
dental 
vans to receive free dental screenings, oral health education and 



treatment  referrals. The vans will be staffed by local dental professional volunteers. 



Music, balloons and larger-than-life costumed characters will add to the festivities, as 


participants travel from station to station, engaging in vibrant, interactive oral health 


activities. The children will receive oral health instructions as to the proper way



to care for their teeth and gums, and join Colston in underscoring the importance of


maintaining good oral health habits by participating in a mass “brush-a-thon.” In 



addition, Colston will  issue a special dental challenge to the children.
WHEN:
Saturday, July 10, 2010



10:15 AM    Media Check-In



10:30 AM  Formal Program Begins

WHERE:
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast Qatar Center at Pass Christian



220 Church Street, Pass Christian, MS  39571



228-452-9791 
CONTACT:
Dawna Fields/ Colgate/ (914) 282-9281/ dawna_fields@colpal.com


Tenley Hawkins/ Expertí/ (914) 841-9717/ tenleyh@experti.com 



Michelle Wilson/BGC/ 228-896-3770/ mwilson@bgcgulfcoast.org
IMPORTANT
A Centers for Disease Control report has revealed an increase in tooth decay among 


young children in the U.S. and,  despite advances, there is a pressing need for oral health 

awareness, education and treatment in Mississippi. In the last National Grading Project 


Report Card, issued by Oral Health America, a leading non-profit organization dedicated 


to raising public awareness of oral health’s importance to overall health, Mississippi 


scored among the lowest states in the nation. 
